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The collections in FIAF Library focus on the culture and society of contemporary France.  Newspapers, magazines, multimedia, and current books, mostly in French, provide a window on France that makes our library unique in the United States.  The following resources provide overviews of France today.

REFERENCE WORKS ON CONTEMPORARY FRANCE:

Corbett, James. Through French Windows: An introduction to France in the Nineties. (Michigan, 1994).  REF/944.083/COR--By describing the country’s education, religion, politics, finance, technology, and telecommunications, and social and ethical issues, Corbin draws a portrait of present-day France.”

France. Ministère des Affaires étrangères (La documentation française, 1999).  REF/ 944.083/FRA -- A concise reference on contemporary French culture, society, politics, economics.  Full of illustrations, statistics, and articles on various topics.

L’État de la France: un panorama unique complet de la France (2002/2003). REF/944.0838/ETA--A well-indexed guide to all aspects of French culture and society.  Includes brief descriptive essays, bibliographies, illustrations, charts and statistics.

Francoscopie: Qui sont les Français? (Larousse, 1995).  REF/944.083/MER -- An informal look at French culture and society, Francoscopie includes “micro-entretiens” with experts in various fields, short essays, and statistics.  

Internet : signets sur la France contemporaine (2000) – REF/011.37/BIB – France on the Web.

Le Quid (2003) REF/034/FRE
Consistently a bestseller in France, this yearly almanac contains thousands of facts and statistics about France and the world. The previous year’s edition is in the circulating collection. A smaller, online edition is available at http://www.quid.fr.
TITLES ON SPECIFIC ISSUES CONCERNING CONTEMPORARY FRANCE:

Check the recent acquisitions shelf across from the circulation desk for our newest literature and non-fiction.  Some recent titles about French culture and society are:

· France : les révolutions invisibles by the Fondation Saint-Simon 303.4/FON – social change

· Commenter la France (1997) by Michel Wieviorka  320/WIE– multiculturalism in France

· L'appel de Strasbourg : Les régions aux prises avec l'extrême droite : le réveil des démocrates (1997) 320.53/APP – extreme right politics in France

· Les Françaises (1999) by Françoise Giroud 305.4/GIR – women in France

· L'ingratitude :conversation sur notre temps by Alain Finkielkraut (1999) 320/FIN – 
Contemporary politics.
· Vive la République quand même!  by Pierre Miquel (1999)  320/MIQ  French politics.

· Fragile glory : a portrait of France and the French by Richard Bernstein (1990) 944.841/BER – An American view of France.

· French or foe? Getting the most out of visiting, living and working in France by Polly Platt (1996) 306.4/PLA – A cultural guide to France for Americans.

PERIODICALS ON CONTEMPORARY FRANCE:

FIAF Library subscribes to over 100 periodicals, most of which address some aspect of contemporary France-- politics, literature, fashion, the arts, etc. A few of the most popular are:

· Les inrockuptibles (www.inrocks.com)
· Paris-Match (www.parismatch.com)
· Le Point 
· L’Express  (http://www.lexpress.fr/info)
· Le Figaro Magazine (http://www.lefigaro.fr/magazine/)
· Daily newspapers --Le Monde (next day delivery) -- online features at www.lemonde.fr,  Le Figaro (next day delivery), Liberation (received 4 days after publication) -- online features available at www.liberation.com
NEW YORK RESOURCES:

French Institute Alliance Française 22 E. 60th Street NY, NY 10022 Tel:(212) 355-6100 Web:  www.fiaf.org -- A school, cultural center, and library that bring contemporary French language, performances, and publications to New Yorkers.

Cultural Services of the French Embassy 972 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY  10021

Tel: (212)439-1400  Fax: (212)439-1455 Web: http://www.frenchculture.org
This French government agency promotes cultural activities and study in France, and publishes "972" A monthly brochure listing France related cultural events throughout New York.  

Maison française Columbia University 515 West 116th St., MC 4990, New York, NY  10027-7017 Tel: (212) 854-4482 Fax: (212) 854-4803 Web: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/french/maison/index.html
 -- Organizes academic conferences, language exchange, weekly film screenings for students and Maison française members.

Maison française New York University 16 Washington Mews New York, NY 10003 Tel: 212-998-8750 Fax (212) 955-4142 Web: http://www.nyu.edu/gsas/dept/french/Mbase.html  
Primarily academic events. 

WEB RESOURCES:

L'Espace Culturel from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs

http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/-- Presents contemporary music, authors, cinema, and more from France.

Adminet--le portail francophone-

www.adminet.com -- A search engine for French Internet sites, particularly French government publications. 

France at a Touch

http://www.france-at-a-touch.com/ -- a practical website for those who are planning to travel to France.  This site provides information on culture, transportation, sight-seeing, lodging as well as  several other topics.
INSEE -- Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques

 www.insee.fr/fr/home/home_page.asp  -- Click on "La France en Faits et en Chiffres" for statistical information about French population, culture, society and more.
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